Prayer Guide
Assuring Our Legacy
Campaign Prayer: “Lord, what do you want to do through me?”
Richard Foster says that: “the heart of God is an open wound of love.  He aches over our distance and preoccupation.  He mourns that we do not want to draw near to Him . . . “(1)  “He longs for our presence.”(1) In other words, God desires that we approach Him with open hearts.  God desires that we approach Him in prayer.  James 4:8 tells us to, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
Lake Dallas UMC, Christ Church Farmers Branch UMC and Wesley United Methodist Church in McKinney have covenanted to pray for us during our campaign.  You will be contacted and asked to pray for your church.  This prayer guide has been composed in order to aid you during your prayer time.  Along with praying the campaign prayer, “Lord what do you want to do through me,” you are being asked to pray for our church, its leaders, the campaign leaders and individual church members.  In addition, here are some suggested scriptures and needs to help you through your prayer journey.
Sunday, April 10th, Psalms 8: God is a marvelous and wonderful creator.   Begin your prayer journey thanking God for all that he has made, all that he has provided, and for the very breath of life itself.
Monday, April 11th, Matthew 6: 25-34:  Worry is prayer to the wrong God.  God promises to take care of all of our needs if we will “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.”  Spend today contemplating the depth of God’s care for us along with His limitless provisions.  Pray thanking God for His blessings.
Tuesday, April 12th, James 1:5-8:  Prayer is an act of trust.  God will guide us and grant us wisdom for all situations – for all problems – if we only ask.  Yet, we must ask in faith trusting that God will hear and answer our prayers.  Today, pray the prayer of faith.  Pray—saying, I trust you to answer my prayers and guide me giving me wisdom to face any trial and deal with any problem.
Wednesday, April 13th, James 4:13-15:  James informs us that all things happen according to God’s will and not our own.  All too often we trust our own plans and not God’s guiding hand.  Pray today, Oh God, not my will but your will be done in my life, for I know that your plans are far superior to my own.
Thursday, April 14th, James 4:3:  James tells us that when our prayers are not answered it may be because we are praying with selfish motives.  Pray today that God will create within you a pure heart with godly motives. 
Friday, April 15th, James 5: 13-15:  Along life’s way we experience suffering and illness.  You may know of someone today who needs the prayers of the church.  James 5: 13-15 tells us that God will raise up the sufferer and restore the sick.  Today, pray for those who need healing and restoration.  If there is someone who specifically needs to be healed, pray for them.  Have other church members pray for them.  Ask your pastor to pray for them.
Saturday, April 16th, Philippians 4:4-7:   You have completed a week in prayer.  Having started well, you may begin to have doubts and fears arise within.  This is not uncommon.  When things go well the enemies of fear and doubt will all too often try to steal your joy.  With a joyful heart cast any distractions that may be causing anxiety to well up within you upon God.  Pray to Him, hand Him your fears and as Paul says in 4:7, “The peace of God which surpasses all comprehension will  guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary:  End your week of prayer with this prayer relinquishing all of your care to Jesus.  Oh Lord, it is difficult to let go and trust you.  It is hard for me to give up my need to control.  Today heal my anxious mind.  Today I hand over control of my life to you.  “Lord what do you want to do through me?”
(1) Prayer by Richard Foster, Harper: San Francisco, 1992.
All Bible verses are taken from the New American Standard version of the Bible,  Harvest House Publishing, Eugene, Oregon, 1995
